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Campaign starts to raise funds for
alcohol abuse treatment
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BY JONATHAN TAMARI
GANNETT STATE BUREAU

TRENTON — Kass Foster believes the right kind of help could have saved her son,
but she said there wasn't enough room for him in New Jersey's drug treatment centers
as he fought an addiction to heroin.

"Christian wanted to live, but Christian died while waiting in line," said Foster, who
lives in National Park borough in Gloucester County.

Hoping to now expand substance abuse treatment, Foster and a group of mothers
whose children have faced drug and alcohol addiction announced a statewide
campaign Wednesday to raise money for treatment and increase an alcohol tax to
provide lasting funding.

The group, Parent to Parent, plans to collect nickels in glass jugs while at the same
time trying to build a grass-roots campaign for a 5-cent tax increase on every gallon of
alcohol.

"This tiny coin is going to save lives. And maybe if (lawmakers) had taken the initiative
awhile ago, my friend's sons would still be here," said Kathleen Dobbs, one of the
group's founding members.

Drug and alcohol awareness groups have pushed for an alcohol-tax increase for
years, but the plan has not advanced and they still have no lawmakers willing to back
the idea.

Even if a bill was proposed, it would almost certainly face opposition from restaurant
groups.

The 5-cent tax hike would raise $10 million, Dobbs said, almost doubling the $11
million the state currently spends on abuse education, treatment and prevention.

Without action by lawmakers, members of Parent to Parent plan to collect donations at
stores and treatment centers statewide and have called on others to get involved
through giving money or helping collect.

Every 3,800 nickels — or $190 dollars — buys one day of inpatient drug treatment,
according to the group.

Currently, beer is taxed at 12 cents per gallon, wine at 70 cents and liquor at $4.40.
Those taxes have not been changed since 1992, according to the National Council on
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